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m bo delivered us from ſo great 
4 Death, and doth deliver, in 
whom we truſt that he will et 
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4 His Day gave Birth to that Gx BAT PrINcs, whom 
| God Honoured to be his Inſtrument for the 
| happy Deliverance of our Church and "Nation from 
| Popiſh Tyranny and Arbitrary Power : The Anniver- - 
ſary Commemoration of which Deliverance, being ſo very 

near, I thought it highly proper to Improve the preſegt 

Opportunity, in Recommending it (and our other ye” I 
tional Mercies) to your Memories and Eſteem, and Thenk= 
ul Achnowledgments. And the rather, becauſe this-is 
Iron a very anuſual and wſaſhionable thing; there being 
MR /o mam among us, Englifh-men and Proteſtants, who are 
generally guilty of an Ungrateful Forgerſulveſs and Silence 
on ſuch-like Occaſions; and . even Slander and 

7 Reproach this Wonderful-Work of God; which eught always ts 


Wi 


Y * 


be had in Remembrance, and to be celebrated with Bleſſing :: 
Y | and Praiſe. | | | „ 5 55 EL 1 
That we, y Brethren, may not be of the amber kf 
theſe Ungrateful People: That I may excite your Thank 
fulneſs for the Unſpeakable Mercies of God already paſt; 
That I may exhert You-to keep up a firm-Truſt and 
3} Hope in his good Providence for the ſuture; and Direct 
Lou to ſuch a Behaviour, as becomes thoſe who expet 
to be again Delivered, in any Seaſon of Danger and 
2 Diſtreſs, I have made choice of theſe Words © © 
F Who delivered us from ſo great a Death, &c- ' ' 
The manner in which the Text is introduc'd, is briefly. 
this: St. Paul, in the Verſes before, is giving an Account 
of the Difficulties and Oppoſition he met with, ia his 
1 a RYE 1 « 1 Endea- MJ 
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ligion in Aſia, v. 8. For we won d not have you zgnorant of 
" our Trouble which came to us in Aſia, that we were preſſid out 


| WW. of meaſure above ftrength, inſomuch that we deſpaired even of 


Lie. His Enemies were ſo highly incerſed againſt him, 


and they feem'd ſo ablrto execute their Malice and Fury | 


upon him, that be thought italmoſt impoſſible to eſcape, 


and eſteem'd/himſelf as ene on whom the Sentence of | 
Death had irrevocably paſt: We had (ſays the Apoſtic) | 
= rhe Sentence of Death in our ſelves. But in this Article of 


. 


Danger, and almoſt Deſpair, when he had given vp his 


Prayers and Hopes for loſt, the Providence of God ſeaſon- | 


"ably interpos'd, and no leſs miraculouſly reſcu'd him, 
than if he had been truly raiſed from the Dead: For 
which reaſon he calls it ſo great 4 Death; and being de- 
livered from that; and receiving ſtill freſh Experiences 
"of God's Favour to him, as often as new Dangers ot- 
"eurr'd, he made no doubt but he wou'd go on to ſupport 
and protect him, under all future Difficulties and Diſtreſſes. 
HFaviag juft taken Notice of the Occaſion of the Text, 
"'F ſhall make it my Buſineſs, in the following Difcourſe, 


to apply it to the approaching Solemnity, and to our. 


preſent Cireumſtances, in theſe three Obſervations. * 
© Firſt, That Go is to be acknowledg'd as the Author 


44 of all our Deliverances*: Who, that is, Gop which raiſeth | 


e the Dead, delivered us; as it is in the cloſe of the Verſe 
3 immediately be fore.“ 3 i #3. . „ „„ 


Secendly, That God is able to deliver his Servants, 
„ not only in common and ordinary Caſes of Danger, but 
. in the greateſt and moſt imminent, when all other Hope 
"< and Help fails them: Who delivered us from ſo great a 
* Death. . 5 


Fhirdly, © That from Experiences of paſt and preſent | 
„ Deliverances: we may raiſe- a ground of Trüſt and 


& Confidence in God for future ones; Whe delivered ns 


4 (ſays St. Paul) from ſo great 4 Death, &c. in whom we | 


therefore ruſt that he will yet deliver uu. 
Firſt. We may obferve, . That Gow is to be acknow- 

* ledged as the Author of all our Deliverances; who 
& js in the cloſe of the Verſe immediately before.” 


- * . 


races af an infinite Wiſdom and Power, Which we dif- 
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& that is, Gop which raiſeth the Dead, delivered us; as t 
That there is a Gov, is ſo clear from the admirable | 


cern. 
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„„ Thorkgroing Sermon, 0 
N my The che Formation! pf various Creatures iubbiigg 
this Barth, that a Man may as' reaſonably doubt of, hi 
W:.. Exiſtence, as call ia queſtion char of a Deity. „ 
And next to the Acknowledgment of Gop's Being, 1 1 

the owning his ſuprenre Government of all Things, Cauſes, 1 

and Events; there being a neceſſary Connexion between 

the Belief of a Gop, and a Providence: For tis every 

whit as unreaſonable to think that alt Things in this 4 

World' happen by Chance, as to imagine that a förtuitous 1 

Concourſe of Atoms frerched. forth the Heavens, and 15 = 
| the Foundation of the Earth. | . 
| The Harmony of the Creation wou'd ſoon be broken; = 
and this beautiful World, be preſently turned into 4 = 
deformed Chaos, did not Gov, by his irreſiſtible Powers 1 
and infinite Wiſdom, animate, influence, and guide; and. 
on fit Occaſions, reſtrain the vaſt Number of diſtinck 
Beings, that are in the upper and lower World. © 4 

So that Gop's Providential Care is proved by, and 133 
runs parallel with, his Creating Power. As he 992 ; 
| ſo he is the Supreme Sovereign Loxp of the World, 

who doth what ſoe ver pleaſeth him in Heaven and in b - 
The Divine Providence extends to all Parteufer 1 £9 5 F 
reaches from the higheſt Angel to the meaneſt ies =” 
No Event is ſo great, but tis under the Government of i 
Heaven; no Creature ſo mean, as not to be within 75 
compaſs of the Divine Care. There is not any thing 
this lower World, brought about by a blind, inflexible 6: 
Deſtiny; or that depends, upon the equally blind Uncer-, „ 
tainties of Chance; but the Lord hath prepared his Thrones, _— 
in the Heavens, and bbs Kingdom ruleth over all. All the, | 
Mercies and Deliverances we receive, by what means lo- | 
ever they are brought about, and conveyed to us, Are 
owing to the Providence of Gp; without which, 'tis as. 
impoſſible for ſecond Cauſes to work any Deliverance 'or 
Good for us, às for the Pencil of a Painter to make a. 
1 Picture, wirhout the Painter” 5 Hand direc- 5 

ing it. 

Thus it is, even din the moſt private Affairs, in those 
which concern the Inte and Happineſs only of parri- 
cular Perſons. But Gop is ern'd, in a more eſ pecial — 
manner, in the Events which befall Phblick Socitties. Hed W 
+ the Patron of. Kingdoms, and dener UM es of mh or 
* à more than 1 Provid Wo, not ware ove OY = 
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| ecline to Ruin and Confuſion. Except 
the Lord keep the City, the Watchman waketh but in vain” _ | 
Indeed, we are very apt, ia all publick Caſes, to look 
more at the immediate Inſtruments of our Happineſs, | 
than to the unſeen Hand that Guides and Directs them. | 
Thus the Peace and Proſperity of a Kingdom, the Diſco- | 

' 


very of dark and deſtructive Plots and Conſpiracies, are 


o 


enerally aſcrib'd to the wiſe Adminiſtration and Vigi- 
3 of thoſe that ſit at the Helm; and the Succeſſes in 
War, to the Conduct and Bravery of the Officers and 
Soldiers. But tho' we muſt be ready to give all Parties 
concern'd, their due Honour and Praiſe, as they are ex- 
cellent laſtruments in the Hands of a Gracious Gop for 
WW theſe Purpoſes, yet Gop alone is to be own'd as the prime 
[ Author of all, without whoſe Concurrence and Bleſling, 
the moſt likely means, are not able to attain their End, 
| In 4, eſpecially our National Deliverances, let us there- 
|| fore imitate the Example here ſet us by St. Paul; who 
|; gratefully acknowledges, that *twas Gop, who raiſes the 
1 Dead, that delivered him from his great Death; Tis but 
juſt, that He who is the Author of our Mercies, ſhou'd 
Ft be the Object of our Praiſes: To Him therefore let us 
muy, in the Words of the Pſalmiſt, Not unto us, O Lord, 
7 mot unto us, not unto our Policy and Foreſight, not to 
1 sur Strength and Power, but t- thy Name only, be aſerib'd 
2 Hmour and G lery; who haſt deliver d us, and doſt deli- | 
de US 5 | | : 85 | 
But l obſerved, Secondly, That Gop is able to deliver 
et his Servants, not only in common and ordinary Caſes of 
Danger, but in the greateſt and moſt imminent, when 
_ © all other Hope and Help fails them: Who delivered 
« us from ſo great a Death” | 
*} What particular Seaſon of Diſtreſs and Danger it was, 
13 to which the Apoſtle here refers; whether it be meant 
Fi „Aa. Of his Fighting with Beaſts, in a#literal Senſe, 
| at Epheſus ; or of that imminent Danger with 
which he was threatned 1n the ſame place, 
by the Inſurrection of Demetrius and the Grafti-men, or 
any other, I ſay, what particular Seaſon of Diſtreſs and 
Danger he refers to, is not certain: But the Greatneſs 
and Grievouſueſs of it, needs no other Proof than that it 
Is ſtiled a great Death, and that his Reſcue out of it, is 
compared to that nobleſt Inſtance of Almighty Power and 
een e et the Dead... 
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And indeed, ſince Gop is Omniſcient and Almig 


5 * 


| | ent k 
infinite in Wiſdom and perfect in Power; no Circum- 
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ſtauces can poſlibly be ſo dangerous and deſperateg bot he 
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is able to reſcue and ſave thoſe that truſt in him: When 


his Church and People are reduced to a hopeleſs ſtate, 1 4 
beyond the viſible Relief of any Human Power, yet He 


can make even theſe dry Bones live # give them, as it were, 
a new Life from the Bead; and pluck them out of the 
very Jaws of Deſtruction. For (as | ſaid) | 


1. Gov is Omniſcient and All- Knowing. The Wicked 


may commune among themſelves and lay Snares in the Dark, 
and ſay that no Man ſhall ſee them, yet their deepeſt Goun- 
cels and cloſeſt Deſigns, are not hereby conceal'd from 
the penetrating Eye of Gop, to whom all things are naked. 
and open. He who watches over Iſrael neither ſtumbers nor ſleeps. , 


He is preſent at their moſt ſecret Aſſemblies, and un- 
derſtands all their deſtructive Projects and Conſultations. 
\ There is no-Darkneſs or fhadow of Death, where the Workers. 

of Iniquity can hide themſelves. Cou'd they deſcend even 
into Hell, and carry on their PLOTS there, (where they MF 


ate all originally Form'd) te caſt Hum ont whom GOD will YL } 


exalt, yet there they wou'd find the Divine Preſence, to 
their Amazement and Confuſion; for Hell is naked before 


him, and Deſtruction hath no covering. | 


his Church and People, ſo 


foun 


Means are moſt effectual and beſt adapted to promote any 


_ His infinite Wiſdom can eaſily find Ways to con- 

"and diſappoigt them. He perfetly knows the 
| Natures and Powers of all his Creatures, ſees through _ * 
all the Chain of Cauſes and Effects, and underſtands what , 


— 
F - 


And as no Time or Placg can ſerve to conceal from | 
Gov, the moſt clandeſtine Deſigns of wicked Mea againit 


End, He can eaſily contrive ſuch Ways of Safety and 
Deliverance, as will ſurmount all thoſe Difficulties and 4 
Perplexities, which frequently put the moſt conſummate 


Human Wiſdom to a toſs: He can make a Bird in the 
Air tell the matter; and (as the Prophet expreſſes it) the * 
= Stones in the Walls, of their ſeditious Clubs Becheſ. 10. 20. 
| and Conventicles, ro cry out of Treaſon ; or Heb. 2. 11. 


even their own Tongues to make them to fall Pial. 64. 8. 


Be their Schemes therefore ever ſo politickly drawn, 


their Deſigns ever ſo artificially and plauſibly contriv'd, 
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be pleaſes, to diſappoint the Devices of v 
cheir Hands ſhall not perform their Enterprize; to take the 
| Wicked in their own Caſtineſi, and turn down the Councel of 
Bebe Froward headlong. Eſpecially if we add, 0 
| 3dly, That he is perfect in Power, as well as Know. 
|  tedge and Wiſdom. GOD is the Fountain of all Power, 
and conſequently can check and countermand at pleaſure - 
. the Power of all, or any of his Creatures; He doth accor- | 


þ Ang to bis Will in the Armies of Heaven, and among the Ju- t 


WR” habitants of the Earth, and nene can ſay unto him, What doſt 


it 
+ 


chen? 114. 14. 27. He has no equal, much leſs ſuperior 


| 
Power to controul his Will, and te hinder him from 
bringing, whatſoever he purpoſes, to the End which he 
deſigns, We may. underſtand many times what wou'd ] 
conduce to our Safety and Deliverance, and yet find our MF 
ſelves utterly unable to compaſs it; but nothing is out 
of the Reach of Omnipotency. Many things are difficult 
to us, but nothing is too hard for GOD; many things 
impoſſible with us, but nothing is impoſſtble with GOD. The 
Power of GOD can defeat the boldeft Attemprs, ſcatter 
and diſperſe the greateſt Numbers, break the ſtrongeſt 
Confederacy in pieces, and reſcue his People by a mighty 
Hand. So GOD often ſaved Jrael for his Name ſake, 
chat he might make his Power to be known. Traiterous Con- 
ſpirators may proceed a great length; and their Plots 
be brought very near Execution; but the Power of GOD, 
can preſcribe Limits to the utmoſt Force and Rage of 
* An; and, by a ſudden Turn of Providence, convince 
f them, that the moſt powerful, and accompliſn'd Intrigues 
ef Darknefs, cannot do their part upon a People when 
they are Fenced about with Omnipotencge. 
And as the infinite Knowledge, and Wiſdom, and Power 
7 of GOD render him thus abundantly able to Deliver in 
the ſoreſt Extremities, ſo his Goodneſs difpoſes him to 
tro pexert rheſe in behalf of his Chnrch and People, ' when 
they are paſt all Human Relief: Of which we have many 
eminent inſtances in Holy Scripture. This was the Caſe 
g of ſacl in Egypt when GOD ſent Myſes to deliver them 
= © with mighty Hand and out-ftretched Arm. This was ſe- ' far 
1 veral times the Caſe of the ſame People, in the Days of an 
the Judges, when they were oppreſſed by their Enemies, 
#  and-GOD ſent Saviours and Deliverers for them. Thus 
it was in the Days of Hezekiah, when GOD 3 Night 


1 RT _ 


=_ = "DAN | 4 N 7779 3 — g I Ip 2 * 
r the of 458 Army of the n And A 89 3 
mention no more) thus it was in Queen Hefter's Days, 
when that wicked Haman had conſpir'd the Derudtion 2 
of the whole Jewiſh Nation. MY 
But to confirm my Obſervation by Examples, we need 1 
not go back to the Jewiſh Hiſtory : The Divine Good- * 
neſs hath furnifh'd us with Inſtances enough, within a | 
Century or two, in our own Nation GOD hath deti- | 
vered us from a continy'd Courſe of wicked Deligns 
againſt us; from the reſtleſs and implacable Malice of 
Popiſn Powers, with very ſmall Intermiſſions, from the 
beginning of the Reformation to thi Day. It were eaſie , | 
to give in the particular Inſtanc ut as the Time will 
not allow it, ſo your Memories wall ealily ſave me that 
Labour: I ſhall therefore confine my ſelf to te or three, 
which we have more eſpecial Reaſon to remember at this _ 
time. 
FThbe intended Maſſicre in King James the Firſt”s «Reign, 
Is a memorable Inſtance of GOD's wonderful Appearance Ml 
for us. Never before was there / great a Death, ſo 
compendious a Ruin of a whole Church and State, erer 
deſign'd, or invented. The Aethod reſolv'd on, was 
equally full of Horror with the Deſign it ſelf. The King... 
with his great Council of Lords and Commons, were att 
once, to be facrific'd, by being. blown vp alive into the 
Air. And as fo comprehenſive piece of Villany was ne= 
yer before projected, ſo it had been too fatally Executed, 
if GON had not interpos'd, in almoſt a miraculous: man- 
ner, to prevent it. If that inviſible Providence, which 
has always watch'd over the Reformation, had not, in a 
the moſt critical Moment. detected the Conſpiracy, there 
had, by that ene Sark, been an end of Britiſh Libertics, = 
and 'of the Reform'd Religion in this Nation. So that us 
may here fitly take up the Words of the Pſalmiſt, x24th ,Þ 
Pſal. 1,2. / the Lord himſelf had wot been on aur. fide, now | 
may Evgland ſay they had ſwallow'd us up file hee 
they. were ſo wrathſully dilpleaſed at un. 1 
And leſt this. ſignal Mercy ſhon'd: be forgotten, it han. E 
pleas'd GOD to renew the Occaſion of remembring the 
fame Day (that moſt au ſpicigus Day the 5thet November} -” 
and to make it once more memotg We, by. another no leſs | 
happy Deliverance, from the ä eres of the 
age reſtleſs Egcmues.. *T'is tri Con, ir. - 
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was then Formed, was hot, like the former, contriy d Fn 
and carried on in the Dark; but the Difficulty of eſca- 
ping was no leſs conſiderable. The Method they had 


paitched on before, the hiring of Cellars and laying in 


Barrels of Guapowder, was but a clumſie and mechanical 
way of deſtroying a Nation. They had now invented 
'a new, a more refin'd Art of blowing up a Parliament, and 
leaving the Houſe ſtanding, and the Members in it: 1 


mean, the favourite Doctrine of the Diſpenſing Power ; 
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under Pretence of which, our Laws were openly violated 
by Authority, or rather without it: Our Liberties publick- 
ly and inſolently Invaded; and the Proteſtant Religion 
expos'd to the utmoſt Danger of being exchang'd for 
Popiſh Superſtition and Idolatry; inſomuch that, to the Senſe 
and Underſtanding of all Sorts and Degrees of Men in 
the Nation, we ſeem'd as near to Deſtruction, as ever 
Firebrand was, when ſnatched out of the Fire, 
When this Pop;ſh King came to the Crown (after ma- 
ny glorious Endeavours legally to Exclude him) he had 
all manner of Inducements to be content with the pri- 
vate Exerciſe of his own Religion, and to maintain the 
Church by Law Eſtablifh'd. And this indeed, he pro- 
mis'd to do, by a Solemn Declaration made in Cuncil, up- 
on his firſt Acceſſion to the Throne; and his Corenation- 


'* Oath, was to maintain the Laws and Conſtitution, and 


to protect and defend the Churches committed to his 
Charge. But what are Oaths and Promiſes in that Com- 
munion, where a Pope can Diſpenſe, and a Prieſt Abſolve; 
and among whom, it is a declared Principle, that no 
Faith is to be kept with Hereticks? So that he ſoon cut thoſe 


E Bonds aſunder, and caſt away thoſe Cords from him; ſoon 
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he convinc'd even thoſe whom nothing elſe wou'd con- 
vince, that a Popiſh Reign is abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
a Reformed Church and People; till at laft, a total Vio- 
lation of all Laws Glivil and Eccleſiaſtical, awaken'd all 
Ranks of Men in ti Nation, to maintain their undoubt- 
ed Rights, againſt in encroaching Tyranny, by calling 
in that true Defender of our Faith, and of the Liberties 
even of all Europe, the Glorious King WILLIAM, to break 
to pieces the Chains of Servitude prepared for us: A 
Prince born-at a Famaly rais'd by Providence to be the 
Scourge of Tyrant and the Reſtorer of Kingdoms; and 
eſo much ſet on the Good v 
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F that, Hor 


to the End of Time, by ſecuring to theſe Nations a * 
Succeſſion of Proteſt ant Princes in the Line of H is preſent Ma- 


jeſty; Where we hope and 


” 


as the Sun and Moen endure. 


And as GOD hath excmplify'd his Ge edreſt;/ar d di 
in ſormer Deliverances,' 2} 4 


play'd his Wiſdom and Powe | 
lo we want not a later, 9 preſent Inſtance of his Care and 


Protection: Not only in preſerving vs, in a marvellous * 


manner, from the noi ſome Plague and Peſtilence; which, in 
the moſt literal Senſe, hath prov'd ſo great a Death to the 
Pcople around us, deſtroying Thouſands and Ten Thouſands 


in their Streets; but alſo in preventing and bringing to 
Light another of the dark Deſigns of our Enemies, for the 


Subverſion of his preſent Majeſty's Government, and by that, 
for the utter and unavoidable Ruin of the Religion and Liber- 


ties of this Nation: For brought to Ligbt it now is, tothe 
Onſuſion of the wicked Projectors; and to the Convittion ᷑ u ö 


own (alas! roo ſhort) Life, he bent his ſpecial Care to 


of all but thoſe, who are either ſo infatuated as to wiſh 


it had ſucceeded, or whoſe Minds are fo corrupted by 


their Party- Prejodices, that they ſwallow the groſſeſt and = 
moſt incredible Stories on the one hand, and ſtand our 


againſt the Evidence of the plaineſt Fats on the other 
and, like Men in a dead Slecp and Dreams, ftart at mere- 


ly imaginary-Dangers, but are perfectly ſtupid under the = 


moſt real and formidable Evils. 


We need no other meaſure to take the Dimenſions of 3 4 
this ſtupendious Mercy, than only to conſider the dread. 


ful Condition we muſt now have heen in, had the Trai- = 
terous Project ſucceeded according to the Hopes and; 


Wiſhes of our Enemies. There had been the Diſturbance. 


Cergy in Cnvecatien 
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Lirible and fatal in its Effects, that the leaſt Thought 
dot it fills our Souls with Horror at the extreme Wic- 
edges of the Deſign, and with the urmoſt Deteſta- 
tion of all thoſe deſperate Men who cou'd engage in 
the Subverſton of your Majeſty's Government, and, 
by that, in the unavoidahle Ruin of the Religion and 
== © Liberties of their Native Country.“ 5 
One wou'd indeed have thought, that the Diſappoint- 
ment the ſame wicked Deſign met with in the beginning 
cf his Majeſty's Reign, ſhow/d have eff: rally diſcourag d 
all future Attempts, and convinc'd thoſe that were ei— 
= tber concern'd in, or Favourers of it, that the preſent 
== Happy Settlement ;s a Work of GOD, and that they cannos 
=_ overthrow it. But the Spirit of Popery and the Spirit of 
FHaclios are both of them reſtleſs and implacable: Nor can 
tt be deny'd, but that the Profeſſers of the Romifh Reli- 
Zion, act a very wiſe and reaſonable part in compariſon 
= ofthoſe, who, under the Name of Preteſtants, have been 
po beguiled with the Aagic of Popery, as to join with 
them. As the Papiſts have given ho ſolemn Aſſurances of 


aand which, had it ſucceeded, muſt hive been 10 ter- 


"= 
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Fidelity to the Government, ſo they only endeavour to 


feet up their own Creature, to bring in their own Church; 
{© but theſe, as they labour under the Guilt and Shame of 
the moſt abominable Perjuries, ſo they act as much againſt 
their Prereſt as their Buty; and to the vileſt Perßdiouſ- 
%%, add the Wickednefs and' Madneſs of common Parr;- 

ride and Self Deſtruction. But however abandon'd ſome few 
/ be, we hope, the Spirit of Popery, which breaths nething 
RE Gut Conſufion to the Civil and Religious Rights of a Proteſt ant 
i Croureh and Kingdom, has not ſo far poſſeſs d the generality 
i²s/ ran, to make them ripe for ſuch a fatal Change. 
— 1 Some I know have rw 5 emer 
felves, of Security for the proteſtant Religion under a 
P.epiſt King; at leaſt, they won'd have. it believed, that 
bis is a very poſſible and practicable thing. But has not 
the Experiment been try'd already? We have had but :wo 
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d imaginary Schemes to them- 


Reſtant and Free People. And know no Reaſon we have 


of our People, as in ſpite of all Obligations, Divine and Hu. 


1 Popiſn Reigns ſince the Reformation, and both have; 
. 1 i 5 9 o = 7-44 
bpreath'd nothing but Ruin and Deſtruction, to a Pro- 
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of his Church, expoſes himſelf to eternal Damnation, if 
aun Religion. 
_ "Proteſtants, upon deſiring to make any more ſuch dang 


rous Experimints? How comes ſuch a Spirit of Murgin- 
rang and Diſcontent, to be diffuſed thro? the Body of the 


GE og or I AID. et 


the ungrateful HMraelites of old to ſay, Let us make us 4 + 


given the leaſt, the moſt remote Occahon for any At 
tempts againſt his Perſon and Government, having a 


and made the Laws of the Realm, the Rule and Meaſure of Mx 
the Liberty or Property of his Subjects; or attenipted the leuft 
- Some Occaſions we all have for Complaint, and al 6a 1 
ſtration. Tis impoſlible to give Satisfaction to all AF 
ties and Intereſts, let who will be at the Helm, or have 


the Management of Pablick Affairs: But no Man, wn 
truly and. impartially conſiders Things, can deny, u 
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No; we may, i 


Places, the ſame Office of Iaquiſition and Perſecution. In 
a Word; a greater Deluſion cannot poſſeſs the Hearts of Men, 
than to hope for any thing but utter Deſtruction to a Proteſt am 
Church, under 4 Popiſh Prince, who muſt think himſelf obliged Ss 
in Conſcience to deſtroy it; and, according to the Doctriue ll 


he does not every thing ia his Power, to. deprive us g 


What therefore ſhou'd put any, who call themſelves A 


Nation, even to ſuch a degree, among many; as with 
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Captain, and let us return into Egypt? Have we not a 
Miſe, a Great, and Good KING, well qualify'd to anſwer 
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and unreaſonable Diſcontents? A Kino, who has not 


ways ſteadily adher d to the Corftitution in Church and States 4 
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all his Actions; who has never in any one Inftance, invaded 


3 


Innovation in our Eſtabliſh'd Religion. 


ſhall have, in all Conditions, and under every Admin 
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we ave all of us abundantix mere Reaſon to zie 
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for The National Bleſſings we enjoy, than to mur. 
j mur agalnſt Him, and our Governours, upon account of 
any Difficulties or Hardſhips we labour under. We | cit 
oomplain the Nation is impoveriſhed, and the T axes are beavy, -B 
Bat wou d a Foreign Yoke, Popery and Perſecution be G 
lighter ? Wou'd the Oppreſſion and Rapine of Arbitrary th 
Power be more eaſie than Parliamentary and Legal Im- pc 
=  Politions? Or, wou'd it be more honourable or tolerable 1 1. 
co us, to ſacrifice our Blood and Treaſure to Lawleſs and | t 
Popiſh Tyranny, than to giye vp a part of the latter ta 
only, in the neceſſiry Defence of our Religion, Laws and | ol 
lliberties? We cannot indeed but earneſtly wiſh, that ” I 
w= The reſtleſs Attempts of the Enemies of our Church and Ol 
Nation, did not make the continnance of theſe Burdens en 
neceſſary; but while they do fo, no Man that conſiders u 
the ineſtimable Value of the Proteſtant Religion and tl 
Britiſh Liberties, can poſſibly think he pays too dear for 1 
them. To be ſparing in a Caſe of ſuch Neceſſity, is to | #1 
be wanting and cruel to our ſelves and Poſterity ; like 8 
> The fatal Parſimony of the wealthy Citizens of Conſtanti- in 
=  7ople, who refuſed to lend their own Emperor a thirtieth St 
Part of that Money which the Turkiſþ Emperor took Ir 
from them for a Spoil; bereaving the wealthieſt of them || 27 
of their Lives too, to conſummate the Tragedy. But i 
tis time 1 ſhou'd proceed to the _ i 5 
Third and laſt Obſervation, viz. ** That from Expe- 
© riences of pa# and preſcut Deliverances, we may raiſe 
& © a Ground for Truſt and Confidence in GOD, for 
future ones: Who hath delivered us (lays St. Paul) from 
po great a Death, aud doth deliver, in whom we therefore 
= ** rruft that he will ſtill deliver. us.” 3 
== <8uch is the Bounty and Goodneſs of our heavenly Be. 
=— neficor, that every Mercy he beſtows upon vs, is but 
an Earneſt of more and greater to follow, if we our ſelves 
do not fruſtrate and obſtruct the continvance of his 
— Favour. When therefore we have met with Deliver- 
I ance from him, in a ſurprizing and unexpected manner, 
tis highly reaſonable we ſhou'd believe and truſt him, 
in any futrre Difficulties and Diſtreſſes. We have na 
Cauſe 2p ſuſpe& either his Power or Will to help, whoſe _ 
iii not ſhortned that it cannot ſave, ner his Ear heavy 
mn cout ke d oo oo nie Te 
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I will remember the Works of the Lord : Surely I will remember © | 


if , 5” the Land of Egypt, in the Field of Zoan: Dividing the 


that they may, without wavering, truſt in the Lord, 
having found, that in the Lord Jehovah is everlaſting 


nor enfeebled by the Gates of Hell. Fr the Name of the 


- vaderftand either GOD himſelf, or thoſe perfections of 
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thy People Ijrael ? 2 Chron. 20. 7. And the Pſalmiſt ſup- E ö 
ports his deſpending Spirit by the like Conſideration; 


thy Wonders of Old; I will meditate alſs of thy Works, and 
tall of thy Doings, Pſal. 977. 11. We find the Infidelity 
of the Fraclites often and ſeverely upbraided, becauſe it 
had this peculiar Aggravation, that GOD had ſundry 
times ſigaaliz'd himſelf in their, behalf, and yet upon 
every new Difficulty, or Danger, they gave themſelves 
up for loft, and as much doubted his Aſſiſtance, as if 
they had never expericnc'd it before. Thus (as we read 8 
in the 78th Pſalm) they ſaid, Can GOD furniſh a Table in 
the Wilderneſs? A very unreaſonable Queſtion, when G 
had done ſo many marvellous things for them in their ſight, 


Sea that the Waters ſtood as an heap 3 leading them by a Cloud 3 
in the Day, and conducting them by a fiery Pilar in the 7 
Night. Yet notwithſtanding all theſe aſtoniſhing n- 
ſtances of Omnipotence and Love, they believed not in 
60D, neither truſted in his Salvaticn. _ - * 4 v4... 2 
And this indeed is too common a Fault among us; no 
ſooner does any Danger alarm us, but preſently we give 
way fo unreaſonable Jealouſies and deſponding Fears. 
Even the beſt of Men find a mixture of Infidelity with- 4 
ia, making very ſtrong Efforts againſt their Hope and ' 
Truſt in GOD. Therefore one great End of GOD's 
appearipg in ſo extraordinary a manner, in behalf of 
his People, is, to cure this Diſtemper of their Minds ; 
to engage them ſteadily to truſt in him for the 1 


after 


Strength; a Strength, that can never be waſted by Age, 


Lord is a ſtrong Tower, the Righteous runneth into it, and is Kath f 
ſafe; Prov. 19. 10. By the Name of GOD, we muſt if 


the Deity, that are eminentiy diſplay'd in the Gaverns i 
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i x Fatherly Care over us and Concern for us, in that, ever 
=  fiace the Reformation in this Kingdom, as often as our 


Attempt to introduce their deteſtable Superſtition, ſo 
often hath Providence kindly and ſeaſonably interpos'd 
to the Diſappointment of their Devices. And have we 


Well may we rely on that Power, which is ſo able to 


. which ſo remarkably takes Care of us. 
Dr. Lightfoot's the City Shuſan, the Royal Seat of the Per- 
Temple, <.3. fian Monarchy, was pourtray'd on the Eaſt 
| Gate of the Temple, that the Jews might 


fol Deliverance of Purim, which was wrought in Shuſhan. 
Thus fhou'd we call to mind our former Deliverances, 


' = ; his 
whereof we rejoice, encourage our felves to rely upon his 


dur Hope in him, for the time to come. What if a 
Cloud appear, or the Storms ariſe ? if we build our Con- 
=  fdence on the Rock of Ages, we have a Shelter againſt 
= the Tempeſts; a ſtrong Conſolation and à good Hupe, as an 
= - Anchor of the Saul both ſure and ſtedfaſt. And what if the 
= fame Dangers threaten us, and the Storms ariſe from 
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Enemies of the Romiſb Faction have made any vigorous. 


not good Reaſon to truſt in Him, of whoſe Favour and | 
Joving Kindneſs we have had ſo large Experience? 


protect us; well may we depend on that Providence, 


1 | »Tis remark'd by a Learned Man that 


_ readily recognize and call to remembrance the wonder- 


Ad and. from what GOD barb wronght for us already, 


Care and Providence, ſtrengthen our Faith, and confirm 


the ſame Quarter? we have ſtill the [ewe Gap to fly 
- - uato, who hath manifeſted his Care of our Church and 
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Nation, . ges 200 Meg 
of 5 whe unquict Spirits of A orld, ane 4 
hold us faſt by GOP, 
while we are under the Defence of the Almighty, we fhall. 


not be greatly moved. Nay, we may hope that GOD will 
ſettle and root us faſter, by thus ſhaking us a little; 


reſtleſs Spirits of Popery and Faction, let not our — 
Jail or be diſmay d, but let us be ſtrong and of good Cour 


| proſpect of our National Concerns. Our Sins are very 
| great, and cry for Vengeance; and we have fruſtrated | 


be have conſum d us, ſo that there ſbou d be no. Remnant nor 


. tion'd 2 Sam. 24) we may well ſay with him, Let us {aff + 
nom into the Hands of the Lord,where there is always Mercy, 


milder Puniſhment to fall under that dreadfoF PLAGUE. 
jag and Praying, rather than under thoſe of Popiſh Ias- 
Latry, and Arbitrary Power. 


prehenſion of farther Attempts, we wou'd humbly hope,” 
that, however he pleaſes to deal with us, he wiff nor 


thus e enter into . with "at. and reward ws aſter oy” 


PL eontinve Series « Mizs 


Powers of Darkagſs,, combine againſt” Ws, yet awe 
if we adbere conſtantly unto rin, A x 
his Faithfulneſs and Truth will be our Shield and Buckler, and A | 


that he will perſiũ his own Work, by a full Detection and 
final Defear, 5 all our implacable Enemies. But if it 
fhou'd pleaſe GOD to permit us to be exercis'd yer 2 4 | 
longer, with the Attempts and Provecations of the a 1 | 


and play the Men, for our People and the Cities of our GO 
Who will not leave us, ner forſake us, if we, by our Sino! 
and Provocations, do not forfeit the Divine Favour and 


Protection, and ruin our ſelves in a more. eſſectual man- * 


ner, than all the CONSPIRATORS in Europe can de- 


This indeed it bs, that gives us the moſt melancholy 


the moſt eminent Methods of Divine Providence to re- 
form us, Juſtly therefore may we expect that GOD 
ſhould throw off his Care of us, and be angry with ws til 


eſcaping. But if Criminals might be allow'd to chuſe their 
Puniſhment, as in the Caſe of the King of Jrael, (men- 


rather than into the Hands of thoſe Alen, whoſe tender 
Mercies are Gruclties And we ſhou'd think it a erk 


we have fo often and fo earneſtly deprecated with Faſt. 


GOD hath wonderfully faved vs kitherto, from their 
fevereſ of all Exils; and tho' we are not above the Ap. 
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Holy Religion, in Oppoſition to Antichrił ian Cor rup- 
tion and Popiſh Idolatry,) which. may yet incline him to 
be favourable to his Land, and not to give up his Heritage to 


Reproach And though we meet, with great Diſconrage- 


ments when we look only to our guilty ſelves, yet when | 
we conſider the mighty thiags GOD hath been usd to 
do for his n Name ſake, in this we may hope; Not for 


your fakes do It his, ſaith the Lerd God, be it known unto you. 


Be aſham'd and conſounded for your own Ways, O Houſe of 
Hrael, EzZek. 36. 32. And thus ſpeaks he again by another 

Prophet, For mine own ſake, even for mine own ſake will I 
40 it; for how ſhould my Name be polluted ? And I will nut 


give my Glory to another, Wai. 48. 11. This, 1 ſay, is 


1 matter of Hope to us, That though our Sins are very 
great, yet GOD wil] not utterly deſtroy us, but will 
ſend Deliverance: for his Name ſake; for the ſake of 


that Holy Religion which is profeſs'd among us; leſt 


Where is now their GOD? EO 5 
With an unſhaken Faith therefore let us fix our Eyes 


our Antichriſtian Enemies ſhou'd triumph, and ſay, 


vpon Him, from whence cometh our Help, and let us expect 


and wait for his Salvation. But let us wait, not only in 
a juft Senſe and grateful Acknowledgment of what he 


has already wrought for us, but in a zealous Concurrence 


with thoſe Methods, which his Providence directs for 


our future Safety. For I wou'd not have you imagine, 


that by Truſting in GOD, I mean we are to fit ſtill and 
do nothing to help our ſelves: We muſt not expect to be 


ſav'd by Miracles, but make uſe of the beſt means we 


can to preſerve our Religion and Liberties, and chear- 


fully look up to Heaven for the Succeſs of them. And, 
_ tho! I wou'd carefully avoid every thing that looks like 
Uncharitableneſs, yet I cannot but ſay, that thoſe Per- 


ſons who murmur and clamour ſo unreafonably, at the 
neceſſary Means of our Safety and Preſervation, do not 


act as if they really wifh'd and deſir'd it, but ſeem ra- 
ther to entertain other Views, and to be engag'd in an- 
other latereſt; for the Atans and the End are inſepa- 
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„ the ſtedfaſt Profeſſion of his Holy Goſpel, and in hearty 
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rable; and no Man who troly aims at the ne, cal be Al 
an Enemy: to the br. 
But to cloſe all. „ 1 
Let us walk worthy of the repeated Delirerances GOD ; 
hath given us, and live as becomes a Reformed and Ru- 
deemed People. Let not our Heats and Diviſions on one 
Hand, nor our Looſeneſs and Prophaneſs on the other, 
„ give Occaſion to the Enemy to triumph over us, leſt _ 
they ſay in their Hearts, There, There, ſo wou'd we have it» © 
Let us conſider our many National Mercies, and be not 
only contented, but thankful ; eſpecially for that good 
Providence which giveth Salvation unto Kings, and hath >| 
_ defeated the late barbarous Conſpiracy of wicked Men, 
to aſſaſſinate his Majefty's Royal Perſon, &c. and to rob 
kis Subjects of their Religion and Civil Liberties. As for 
thoſe who do not rejoice is this Diſcovery and Deliver. * 
ance, as they defraud GOD, of his due, and deny Him 
the Honour of his own Work, ſo they give us too much 
Occaſion to ſuſpect, that they really wiſh the Treaſon _. 
had been acted, But, above all, let us manifeft ur 
Thankfulneſs to GOD by living piovſly and peaceably, in, 


E 


Fidelity and Loyalty to our KING ; whoſe Strength and 
Security, next under GOD, does principally depend on © 
the Hearts and Affections of his Subjects, and on the #7 
Councils and Aſſiſtance of bis Parliament: So ſhall wwe 
' beſt ſecure our ſelves and our moſt valuable Bleſſings, 
conſulting at once both our Duty and our Trrtereff: 8d 
may we juftly make the Words of my Text, our Conſola -. 
tion in a Time of Danger, and the Voice of Gratituls 

when Deliverance comes, Who hath delivered us fem ſo ® 
great 4 Death, nay, from ſo mary great Deaths,” and din 
deliver us, in whom we truſt he will flill deliver uu. 
From all Sedition, privy Conſpiracy and Rebellion, 
from all falſe Doctrine, Hereſie, and Schiſm; from all 

Popiſh Principles and Practices, under what Name or Pre- 


tences ſoever, Good Lord deliver us, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Saviour and mighty Deliverer. Amen. FI 


To whom, &c. 
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